TUSCALOOSA NEWS EDITORIAL:

Disaster-aid group stands at the ready
December 09. 2005 


On Wednesday, the Federal Emergency Management Agency will stop paying the hotel bills for people displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Thanks to the good work of a newly formed local group, however, none of the 54 evacuees in Tuscaloosa should be out on the street.

The Tuscaloosa County Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster met Tuesday to begin planning how to help the local evacuees after the Dec. 14 housing assistance deadline. The goal of the group, composed of 20 organizations, is to coordinate relief services -- with an eye toward preparing for another disaster.

The immediate focus is on the current needs. Salvation Army Maj. Mark Smith, who chairs the Voluntary Organizations group, says a subcommittee is rounding up information on housing alternatives still available to evacuees in this area. Each of the member organizations will get a copy of the report when it is completed.

In a project initiated by the Rev. Schmitt Moore, pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, eight apartments are being prepared for evacuees. In addition to the housing, local churches remain willing to sponsor displaced families, according to Gary Wendt of Authentic Renovation Ministries.

Otherwise, the Tuscaloosa County Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster group is working to ensure that evacuees have access to food and clothing, health care and even emotional help.

As of mid-week, no one had signed up for services. Yet all of this good work may prove valuable for evacuees who remain destitute in the wake the storms.

The value, moreover, should extend into the future when disasters strike again. The organization is a tangible representation of the spirit of a community that always has been more than willing to come to the help of people in need.
